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training about 5,000 men every year in this presidency in urban
units. The men will go to drill two or three times a week, go out
to camp three weeks in the year. Such training should be made
available not only for the students who are at college but also
for men of sufficient social and educational status, the educational
standard being the membership of the School Leaving class. If
you see in every street such people going about in khaki, there
will be a new element in our life. This kind of training would make
people to stand straight, to think straight, and to speak straight.
It will be a great enrichment of our life."
My experience teaches me differently. I have known
men in khaki rolling in gutters instead of standing
straight. I have seen a Dyer thinking crooked and speak-
ing not straight but nonsense. I have known a commander-
in-chief being unable to think at all, let alone thinking
straight. Let those who are enamoured of military training
have it by all means; but to suggest it cas a new constructive
programme' betrays impatience and hasty thinking. There is
not much danger ofc the new programme5 taking root in the
Indian soil. Moreover, it is against the new order of things
that is coming into being even in the West which has grown
weary of the war-god. The military spirit in the West bids
fair to kill the very humanity in man and reduce him to the
level of the beast. What is wanted and what India has,
thank God, learnt in a measure undreamt of before is the
spirit of unarmed resistance before which the bayonet
runs to rust and gunpowder turns to dust. The vision that
Joseph puts before us of an armed government bending a
minority to its will by a clatter of arms is a negation of the
democratic spirit and progress. If that is the promise of the
new programme, we have the armed coercion even now,
not indeed of a mere minority but of an overwhelming
majority. What we want, I hope, is a government not based
on coercion even of a minority, but on its conversion. If it
is a change from white military rule to a brown one, we
hardly need make any fuss. At any rate the masses then do
not count. They will be subject to the same spoliation as
now if not even worse. When George Joseph has lived down
his impatience, I know him to be too honest not to retrace

